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SECRET STATE 067623 

EXDIS - MILITARY ADDRESSEES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MORG, BA 

SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST FORCE 

REFERENCE: MANAMA 676 
SECRET 
SECRET 
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1 . WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY APPARENTLY FORTHCOMING GOB ATTI- 
TUDE TOWARD POSSIBLE NEW ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONTINUED MIDDLE 

EAST FORCE PRESENCE IN AREA. WE WILL AWAIT YOUR REPORT OF 

THE OUTCOME OF THE PROMISED 27 MARCH GOB CABINET MEETING 
BEFORE SEEKING CIRCULAR 175 AUTHORITY TO NEGOTIATE A NEW 
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ARRANGEMENT. WE WILL EXPLORE POSSIBILITY OF EXCHANGE OF 
NOTES PER PARA 3(C) REFTEL, BUT CANNOT PROVIDE BAHRAINIS 
WITH AUTHORITATIVE ANSWER ON THIS POINT UNTIL CIRCULAR 175 
PROCEDURE COMPLETED, AND YOU ARE EMPOWERED TO COMMENCE 
FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS WITH GOB. WE WILL BE ANSWERING OTHER 
QUESTIONS RAISED REFTEL ASAP. 

2. WITH SPECIFIC REGARD TO OUR PUBLIC POSTURE ON THE NEW 
ARRANGEMENTS, WE AGREE WITH GOB ON IMPORTANCE OF CAREFUL 
HANDLING OF ANY PUBLIC STATEMENTS AND WILL WISH TO WORK OUT 
AGREED LANGUAGE WITH BAHRAINIS. FOR THE MOMENT WE ARE 
USING FOLLOWING CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE, WHICH IS LAN- 
GUAGE AGREED WITH GOB IN FALL OF 1975: QUOTE: THE 1971 

STATIONING AGREEMENT PROVIDES THAT EITHER PARTY MAY TERMI- 
NATE THE AGREEMENT. THE BAHRAIN GOVERNMENT HAS TOLD THE 
UNITED STATES THAT IT WOULD LIKE TO PHASE OUT THE U.S. 

NAVY'S MIDDLE EAST FORCE DURING 1977. THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT IS IN CONSULTATION WITH THE BAHRAIN GOVERNMENT 
ON THIS MATTER IN THE SPIRIT OF THE CLOSE AND FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS WHICH HAVE EXISTED BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES 
OVER MANY YEARS. END QUOTE. 

3. WE, OF COURSE, INTEND TO CONSULT IN APPROPRIATE 
FASHION WITH THE CONGRESS ON THE FUTURE STATUS OF MIDDLE 
EAST FORCE AND WILL BE EXAMINING ON PRIORITY BASIS PRE- 
CISELY WHAT FORM SUCH CONSULTATION SHOULD TAKE AS DETAILS 
OF NEW ARRANGEMENTS EVOLVE. FYI: WE WOULD, AT A 
MINIMUM, PROVIDE THE CONGRESS WITH COPIES OF DOCUMENTS 
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DETAILING THE ARRANGEMENTS TO COMPLY WITH THE CASE ACT, 

AND IT HAS BEEN NORMAL PRACTICE TO HAVE PRIOR CONSULTA- 
TIONS WITH THE FOREIGN AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMI- 
TEES AS WELL. ADDITIONALLY, IF YOUR DISCUSSIONS LEAD TO 
A LEASE ARRANGEMENT CALLING FOR AN ANNUAL RENTAL IN EXCESS 
OF DOLS 250,000, WE ARE STATUTORILY REQUIRED TO PROVIDE 
PRIOR NOTIFICATION TO THE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEES, 

GIVING THOSE COMMITTEES A FORMAL OPPORTUNITY TO OBJECT. 

END FYI. 

VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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